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I wake up and pray to Jesus 

J ESUS, I thank You for each new day. 

I offer myself to You 
and all the things I shall do— 
my work, my study, my play. 

I thank You for the many good things 
You give me 

and for all the kind people 
who take care of me. 

Bless me as I begin this day. 

Be with me at home, 
at school, and at play. 

May all I do honor You. 

May Your dear Mother Mary 
and my Guardian Angel 
protect and help me. 

I believe in You. 

I hope in You. 

I love You, 

Jesus, my Friend and my God! 
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In my Religion Class 
I learn about Jesus 

J ESUS, I want to think of You 
while I am at school 

and say a little prayer to ask for Your help. 

I thank You for the many things I learn. 

Bless my teachers and my classmates. 

But I want You to be my Teacher in my religioi 

Give light to my mind 

that I may understand Your truths. 

Help me to keep Your commandments 
and often receive Your Sacraments. 

I want to pray to You many times each day. 

Teach me the most important lesson 
that I am in this world to know about God, 
to love God, to serve God, 
and to come to heaven after I die. 

For love of You 

I want to study my lessons in religion well 
that I may save my soul. 
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I play with the Schoolmates 
Jesus gave me 

J ESUS, You were once a child like me. 

I know that You were very kind 
to the children You played with. 

Please make me like You. 

Let me be kind to everyone, 

and never be angry or mean or selfish. 

Never let me hurt anyone. 

Make me always ready to help. 

You want me to play 

that my body may be strong and healthy. 

Then I can serve You and others better. 

Bless my playmates 

and make us happy in the games we play. 
Never let us do anything 
that would displease You. 

Be my best Friend 

and make me a good person. 

Then I shall be very happy 
and have peace in my heart. 
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I eat food that comes 
from Jesus 


J ESUS, I thank You for the food and drink 
You give me each day. 

So many children in the world are hungry. 

Give them the food they need to keep them alive. 
Before each meal let me ask Your blessing, 
and after each meal let me thank You 
for what You have given me. 

May my food and drink keep me well 

that I may be able to study, work and play, 

but, most of all, 

that I may be able to pray 

and serve You in my daily actions. 

I ask You to bless my father and mother, 
who work so hard 

to give me good food and beautiful clothes. 

Their love for me reminds me 
of how much You love me. 

I want to love You with all my heart. 


8 





















I go out to play with things 
that Jesus gave me 

J ESUS, I thank You for each new day. 

I thank You for the warm sunshine, 
for the grass and trees and beautiful flowers. 

I thank You for the birds and animals 
and all the living things that give me joy. 

I thank You for the beautiful things in nature 
that You give me 

in the Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter. 

I thank You for my playmates 
and for my toys and the many things 
You gave me to make me happy. 

Thank You for all your gifts 

that remind me of how much You love me. 

Make me Your obedient child 

that I may please my Heavenly Father 

as You always did when You were a child. 
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Grandmother tells me 
about Jesus 


J ESUS, I thank You 

for my grandmother and my grandfather. 
Bless them for all the kind things 
they do for me. 

They remind me of the care 
my Heavenly Father has for me 
and of the love He always shows me. 

Help me to obey my grandparents 

and listen carefully to all they have to tell me 

because I know they want me to be happy. 

They want me to love You 

and to obey my parents for the love of You, 

and to be kind to everyone in our family. 

I ask You to give good health 
to my grandparents. 

Reward them for all they do for me 
and for my parents and for our family. 

When they die, take them to heaven 
that they may be happy with You forever. 
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Television shows me 
many beautiful things 

J ESUS, I thank You for the many things 

You give me each day to make me happy. 

The radio brings me the music I like. 

Television lets me see beautiful things 
which You have made in the world. 

Let me learn from the good things 
I see and hear. 

But keep me from watching 
whatever may harm my soul. 

Teach me how to enjoy Your many gifts 

and use them to help me 

love You more and serve You better. 

May my greatest joy be in You, 
my best Friend. 

When I study or work or play, 
it is all for You. 

My whole life belongs to You 
because You made me 

and everything good in my life comes from You. 
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I play with my brother or 
sister that Jesus gave me 

J ESUS, I thank You for the brothers and sisters 
You gave me to share with me 
the joy of my family. 

I want to love them and be kind to them, 
and make them happy. 

Keep me from fighting with them, 

because we are all children 

of our Heavenly Father, Who loves us all. 

Help us to love our mother and father, 
and obey them when they tell us what to do. 

I thank You for giving me a good family. 

Keep us close to You 

that we may love each other more. 

Help us to keep Your commandments 
and to pray often. 

May we always be together 

in our Holy Mass and Communion each Sunday. 
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I listen to the Priest 
who takes the place of Jesus 


J ESUS, I thank You for the priest 
whom You have given us 
to teach us all about You. 

I know that the priest takes Your place 
in helping us to know, love, and serve God. 

He offers You to Your Father in Holy Mass, 
and gives us Your Body and Blood 
in Holy Communion. 

He takes away our sins 

in the sacrament of Penance 

and prays for us when we are sick. 

He made us children of God in Baptism. 

I thank You for all these blessings 
You have given our family. 

Bless our priest 

and all the people of our parish. 

Help us to be good Catholics 
and someday praise You in heaven. 
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I visit the store that has toys 
that come from Jesus 


J ESUS, I thank You for the toys 

that my parents and friends buy for me. 
They are your gifts to me. 

When You were a Child, 

I am sure that You also had toys 
which Your Mother Mary 
and Saint Joseph gave You. 

Bless my mother and father 
and all my playmates. 

When I see toys in stores, 

let me remember that many children 

in the world are poor 

and do not have toys to play with. 

Please help these children. 

Help me to thank my parents 
for the nice things they buy for me 
by praying for them. 

All they want is that I love them 
and try hard to be very good. 
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I visit the friends 
that Jesus has sent me 


J ESUS, You love children. 

When their mothers brought them, 

You laid Your hands on them in prayer 
and blessed them. 

You said,“Let the children come to Me. 

The Kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” 

You were once a Child like me 
and had friends to play with You. 

Bless me and all the friends You gave me. 

Help us to be kind to each other 
as You always were. 

When I work or study or play with my friends, 
may I always be good to them. 

Keep us from all that is bad 
that we may all be Your friends. 

Give us Your grace 

through prayer and Holy Communion 

that our souls may be beautiful 

and pleasing to our Heavenly Father. 
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Jesus gave me my family 


J ESUS,I thank You 

for the good mother and father 
You gave me. 

They take the place of God on earth. 

In the fourth Commandment of God 
You teach me to love and honor my parents 
and tell me that if I do, 

God will be very good to me during my life. 
Please help me to keep that commandment 
to show that I really love You. 

I thank You for my family, 

for my home, for my food and clothes 

and all the good things I receive in my home. 

May Your peace and love stay in our home 
such as You had in Your little home in Nazareth. 
It was a happy home 
because God was there. 


Help us to love You and Mary and Joseph. 
Help our family always to live 
a good Catholic life. 
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I play with the animals 
that Jesus made 

J ESUS, I thank You for the many things 
You give me that make my life happy. 
You make the little animals 
to be my companions. 

They remind me of how much You care for me. 
I want to be kind to my pets and to all animals 
because You made them to give You glory. 

The many different kinds of animals 
remind me of your wisdom and power, 
because you are their Creator. 

I praise Your goodness 

in giving us so many wonderful things 

that make this earth beautiful. 

I love You and thank You for all the things 

You have created 

to make my life on earth happy. 

But my greatest happiness 
can be found only in You, 
my dearest Friend and my God. 
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I pray to Jesus 
before going to bed 

J ESUS, I thank You 

for being so kind to me this day. 

Bless those who were good to me. 

I am sorry for anything I have done this day 
to displease You. 

Give me Your grace 

to try hard never to offend You, 

for You are my best Friend. 

I offer You my rest 

and put myself in Your loving care. 

Send Your angels to watch over me. 

I ask Your blessed Mother Mary 
to pray for me. 

I offer my whole life to her loving care. 

With her help I hope to lead a good life. 

I pray for my mother and father, 
my brothers and sisters. 

May we all be with You in heaven someday. 
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Jesus loves me 


J ESUS, You are my true Friend. 

You became a Child like me 
to teach me how I must live 
to be pleasing to my Heavenly Father. 

You gave Your life for me on the Cross 
and won grace for me 

that I might be a child of God through Baptism. 

You gave me Your own Body and Blood 
in Holy Communion 
as the Food of my soul. 

Through the Holy Catholic Church 
You have taught me about God. 

I thank You for being my best Friend. 

I offer my life to You because I love You. 

I thank You for the good parents 
You have given me 

I hope that You will take our family to heaven 
that we may be happy with You forever. 
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Jesus is my God 


J ESUS, my Friend, 

Son of the Eternal Father, 
make me His obedient child. 

Son of Mary, 

make me love her as my Mother. 

My Master, teach me. 

Prince of Peace, give me peace. 

My Shepherd, guide and care for me 
My Bread of Life, feed my soul. 

The true Way, lead me. 

Eternal Truth, I believe in You. 

Life of the saints, live in me. 

My Judge, pardon me. 

My King, rule me. 

My Hope, strengthen me. 

My Redeemer, save me. 

My Helper, protect me. 

My Model, make me like You. 

My only Joy, take me to You. 



Dear parents: 

The St. Joseph Picture Books Series is intended to help you teach the basics 
of the Catholic Faith to your children in an enjoyable manner. The books in the 
Series deal with one or more of the following themes: (1) the teachings of the 
Church, (2) the Christian way of life, and (3) our Catholic worship (including 
both public and private prayers and devotions). Each book also carries the Im¬ 
primatur of the Archdiocese of New York, assuring you that the contents are in 
line with Church teaching. 

This best-selling Series has been used and appreciated by thousands of chil¬ 
dren. They have been captivated by page after page of original four-color illus¬ 
trations and clear typographical layout. At the same time, their young minds 
have grasped the teachings set forth in simple reverent language. May your 
children also experience this same enjoyment and knowledge. 

The Publishers 


Now 69 Books in this St. Joseph PICTURE BOOKS Series 

Magnificent new series of religious books for children, superbly illus¬ 
trated in full color and simply written, that will help all children to bet¬ 
ter understand the Catholic Faith. Ideal for home or school. 


No. Title 

275 My Picture Missal 
2761 Believe in God 

278 The Seven Sacraments 

279 The Miracles of Jesus 

280 Mary, My Mother 

281 The Angels 

282 God Loves Us All 

283 Good St. Joseph 

284 The Holy Rosary 

285 The Apostles of Jesus 

286 St. Francis of Assisi 

287 The Ten Commandments 

288 My First Prayer Book 

289 St. Paul the Apostle 

290 St. Peter the Apostle 

291 The Parables of Jesus 

292 Following Jesus 

293 My Friend Jesus 

294 My Day With Jesus 

295 Book of Saints (Part 1) 

296 Book of Saints (Part 2) 

297 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

298 Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha 


No. Title 

299 The Stations of the Cross 

301 The Feasts of Jesus 

302 The Teaching of Jesus 

303 Promises of Sacred Heart 

304 My Life With God 

305 The Works of Mercy 

306 My First Picture Dictionary 

307 Book of Saints (Part 3) 

308 Book of Saints (Part 4) 

309 Pray Always 

310 The Holy Spirit 

381 Prayers for Everyday 

382 My First Catechism 

383 St. Martin de Porres 

384 The Eight Beatitudes 

385 St. Patrick 

386 St. Anthony of Padua 

387 Our Lady of Fatima 

388 The Boy Jesus 

389 Our Father and Hail Mary 

390 Our Lady of Guadalupe 

391 Our Lady of Lourdes 

392 Going to Confession 


No. Title 

393 Book of Saints (Part 5) 

394 Book of Saints (Part 6) 

395 Precepts of the Church 

396 Sacramentals of Church 

397 Holy Eucharist 

398 Psalms for Children 

399 Great Men: Old Testament 

486 Great Men: New Testament 

487 Great Women of the Bible 

488 Children's Prayers to Mary 

489 Mass for Children 

490 My First Prayers 

491 Receiving Holy Communion 

492 Story of Easter 

493 Child. Prayers-AII Occasions 

494 The Church Year 

495 Celebrating Advent 

496 A Child’s Prayers in Verse 

497 The Way of the Cross 

498 Celebrating Christmas 

499 Our Parish Church 

500 Book of Saints (Part 7) 

501 Book of Saints (Part 8) 
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The Apostles Creed 
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Magnificent new series of 
religious books for children, 
illustrated in Full color and 
simply written, that will help 
all children to better under¬ 
stand the Catholic Faith. 
Ideal for Home or School. 
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